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An Examination of Social Work Practice
by Public Assistance Caseworkers for Children
of Public Assistance Recipient Households:
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This study employed the classic grounded
theory method to conceptualize the lifeworld
of children in households receiving public as-
sistance. By relating the identified lifeworld to
prior research on children of public assistance
households and public assistance casework-
ers, the study examined how social work prac-
tice by caseworkers for these children could
be improved.

Analysis revealed the lifeworld of these chil-
dren as characterized by “transforming from a
passive environment to an environment

where one takes initiative.” Based upon this
domain-specific theory, the study examined
how to improved social work practices by
caseworkers towards children of welfare re-
cipient households by caseworkers. It high-
lighted the need to build a “helping relation-
ship” grounded in “anti-oppression practice
theory” between welfare case workers and
these children, as well as the importance of
support informed by “mediation practice the-
ory” aimed at fostering the children’s own
“connections.”






