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The Discourse around Sexuality in Children’s Homes:

Focusing on the Interaction between the Children and Care Workers
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This study focuses on the discourse around
sexuality in Children’s Homes (CH).

Previous research on sexuality in CH pri-
marily centered on children’s problematic
sexual behaviors and has not sufficiently ad-
dressed the role of staff in nurturing chil-
dren’s sexuality in their daily lives. This study
aimed to comprehend the perspectives and
responses of staff towards sexuality, covering
a wider range of issues and analyzing emerg-
ing structures. To grasp the essence of sexual-
ity, the study employed the conceptual frame-
work of the ‘hidden curriculum’. Through par-
ticipant observation and interviews, it became
apparent that discussions about sexuality are
filtered through various factors. These include

the unique backgrounds and positions of chil-
dren upon entering the CH, the awareness of
staff regarding these factors, as well as their
specific roles and the communal care within
the institutional system. This filtration process
may lead children to perceive sexuality as
something that should conform to established
norms, be avoided, or entail moments of hesi-
tation and conflict, necessitating suppression.
These perceptions serve as poignant remind-
ers for children of their vulnerable positions,
such as experiences of abuse or being collec-
tively cared for by staff in a facility. This dis-
course heightens protectiveness and control,
hindering the expression of diversity and indi-
viduality inherent in sexuality.






