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We acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory 

of the Ojiwe Obishikokaang (Lac Seul) First Nation, a 

signatory of the Treaty #3 signed in 1873 between the 

Crown and the people of the land. 



CANADA ð10 million sq km with 40 million people
ONTARIO ðsize of Japan with 14 Million people
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO ð1/3rdsize of Japan, 
30,000 people in 32 fly-in communities

Source: Canada - Ilike2learn.com; Nortwest Ontario ðCKDR.net/news



WHERE WE ARE: Sioux Lookout, 6,000 people in 
the middle of wilderness, hub of the north

Source: Municipality of Sioux Lookout



There are Ojibway people in the southern part and 
Cree people in the north. In between are òOji-Creeó, 
also the name of the language.

Source:  Sioux Lookout First Nations Health Authority 



Typical fly-in communities: Populations range 
from 50 to 3,000

Typical fly-in community

Source: Photographs taken by Joyce Timpson 



Canadian Indigenous people are very diverse: 
different nations, different cultures

First Nations (formerly called Indians): About 1 
Million and 70 distinct languages. 50% live on 
òreservesó, land set aside by the government, and 
the rest live in urban settings 

Inuit: about 70,000 in the high Arctic

Metis: about 700,000 persons of mixed race



HISTORY: Europeanexplorers looking for a shorter 
sea route to India and China on the East coast of  
the Americas around 1500 AD. 

Christopher Columbus - Facts, Voyage & Discovery | HISTORY

https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus


The white explorers met people with brown skin. 
Thinking they had reached India, they called them 
òIndiansó. òIndigenousó is more appropriate.  



Indigenous people were viewed as òsavagesó

This view shaped government policies to 
assimilate the Indigenous people into White 
society and destroy their culture. Even 
practicing Indigenous ceremonies was 
outlawed.



THINGS CHANGED QUICKLY IN THE 
NORTH SINCE CONTACT



Previous ways
of travel and today

Source: flickr.com; Source: Publicdomainpictures.net



Travel - then and now

Source:Dog sled: theworkofgodschildren.org; Snowmobiles photo taken by Joyce Timpson

Photo of Toyota:  Toyota.ca


