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The Possibility of Developing Multi-Layered Accompanying Support
Continuing even after Junior High School Graduation:

Focusing on the Functions of Community Social Workers to Bridge Gaps

and Create Collaborative Relationships (“Layered Margin Functions”)

KATO Akihiro
(DOHO UNIVERSITY, Faculty of Social Welfare)

Keywords: Accompanying support, “Gap” of support, Overlap margin, Multi-layered support system development

project, Community social workers

The purpose of this study is to explore the
possibility of developing multi-layered accom-
panying support for junior high school stu-
dents and their households who, despite their
need for continuous support, do not receive
appropriate support or may stop receiving
support after graduation. Therefore, the study
first reviewed the need to ensure continuity of
support, the concept of accompanying sup-
port, and the discussion on community social
workers and the “gap” of support. Further-
more, practical examination is provided based
on collaboration between the community so-
cial worker and the junior high school teach-
ers.

From these analyses, this study reveals the

following. Community social workers can be a
“margin” to bridge the “gap” of support. This
“gap” of support is both the “horizontal col-
laboration” between the school, profession,
and community, and the “vertical collabora-
tion” that focuses on the life stage change of
“graduation.” In addition, it is possible to ex-
pand the “margin” for organic collaborative
relationships (based on emotional empathy)
toward the construction of a comprehensive
support system. Based on the practice of com-
munity social worker’s “layered margin func-
tions”, it was suggested that there is a certain
possibility of developing a multi-layered ac-
companying support system that continues
even after junior high school graduation.



