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An Analysis of the Literature of Medical Social Work
with Children in Japan

Reviewing Practical Approaches

Junko Umeno
(Okayama University Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences)
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the
characteristics of practical approaches of medical
social work with children in Japan. The author
analyzed 16 papers of case studies on medical
social work with children published from 2000 to
2014 in Japan.

The results show four types of practical
approaches : family support, child protection,
working with children who have a parent with a

disease and guarantee of educational opportuni-
ties. All of them are identified as child advocacy
approaches based on the best interests of the
child, ecological systems theory and characteris-
tics of the child. However, the case studies are
not able to describe the assessment methods.

This paper proposes to develop a child-partic-
ipative-approach and assessment methods in
medical social work in Japan.



